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MINISTER’S
MESSAGE

1t is with a great deal of pleasure and pride that our Ministry is able to provide "Dimension
Stone in Victoria, B.C.: A City Guide & Walking Tour".

If you are new to historic Victoria, I welcome you and congratulate you on your choice of
destination. No other city in Canada offers this type of wonderful scenery and architectural diversity
in such a lovely garden-like setting. If you are a resident the charm of your home is evident, and
reading this book will only reinforce your perceptions.

There is a fascinating history to this place which is reflected in the rocks used to construct the
historic monuments and buildings that are our landmarks. The city is built with pieces of British
Columbia’s natural heritage — granite from Hardy Island, red marble from lexada Island,
Haddington Island andesite, and Cobble Hill sandstone are just a few of the types of B.C. stone that
literally, are the building blocks of Victoria.

Lately there has been a resurgence of interest in quality stonework as people turn to the
enduring turn-of-the century constructions that dot the Victoria landscape, and marvel at their beauty
and durability. The Legislative Buildings, the old Royal Bank Building (now Munro’s Bookstore),
the Board of Trade building in Bastion Square ... all these buildings have stood the test of time and
are still functional and attractive.

As you walk through this wonderful city, remember, permanence is part of Victoria’s charm.
Just as we have perennial blooms in the spring, we have aspects of this city that will not change, as they

have been carved out of solid rock and erected for the enduring pleasure and use of all generations.

This is the beauty of stone; this is the beauty of Victoria.

Sincerely,

Mo Bt

Hon. Anne Edwards, Minister
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources
Province of British Columbia




Cover photo: General view, from the westshore, of Victoria inner harbour in 1884. Shows
‘birdcages’ at extreme left at the site of the present Legislature buildings,
and the inner harbour James Bay Bridge at the site of the present seawall
and landfill. The Empress Hotel is located on what was once the James Bay
mud flats which are under water, at high tide, in this photo. Photo from
B.C. Archives and Records Service, Catalogue No. 44367.

The British Columbia Geological Survey Branch is part of the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Petroleum Resources. Its primary function is to carry out the geological
survey of the province and to inventory the metallic, coal and industrial mineral
resources of the province. It also undertakes public information projects on geology
and geological hazards.

For information on the geology and mineral resources of the province of British

K Columbia contact the Geological Survey Branch, Victoria, 604-952-0382.
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Yarrow Building
Eaton Centre
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